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understanding which led to mutual co-operation among the
different caste guilds in the village.
Under famine conditions, the village as a whole
united to seek tax remission from the rulers. In sixteenth
century, people at Chabala73 and people at Kavthalam74
forced the rulers to extend remission of taxes; the local
temples served as conference halls to take decisions
concerning the welfare of the community. The important
festivals like Maharnavami, Telugu Ugadi etc., were
celebrated in the villages.75 In addition to them they
celebrated car festivals and Katyana Utsavas of the deities
of the temples of their villages. The village elders used to
take decisions and acceptance of the villagers and then
collected the subscriptions needed for these celebrations.
An epigraph records that the Reddies and Karnams of
Yellanuru village and the neighbouring villages included in
the Samutha took decision to subscribe at the rate of two
rukas for every hundred of the total land assessment or Sistu
Beriju for 'the car festival of deities.76
The Maharaja ^rayojanalu a local tax in parts of
Kumool and Cuddapah districts was being collected for the
celebration of annual festival of the village deity Ankalamma